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WJEC GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy (Double Award) — Question Pack

Foreign currency conversion and exchange rates. Sourced from legacy WJEC GCSE Mathematics-Numeracy Higher and

Intermediate papers, organised for revis

REVISE
.wales

1.05 — Foreign currency & exchange rates
Spec 1.8.8 — Unit 1 (calculator allowed)
Foreign currency conversion and exchange rates. Sourced from legacy WJEC GCSE Mathematics-Numeracy Higher and

Intermediate papers, organised for revision under the 2025 spec.

2025 SPECIFICATION

Estimated time for entire question pack: ~50 minutes

Derived from the GCSE Higher pace of ~1.5 min/mark (33 marks across 8 questions).

You are advised to not attempt to complete all of this in one sitting.

ABOUT THIS QUESTION PACK

This is a focused single-topic practice pack, not a single mock paper. Questions are organised against the 2025 specification.

Questions are ordered chronologically by sitting, with custom-written and SAM questions at the end.

INSTRUCTIONS

Use black ink or black ball-point pen. Show all working — method marks are awarded for clear setup.

A calculator is allowed on every question in this pack (Unit 1 is the calculator-allowed paper).

All question content is © WJEC CBAC Ltd. and reproduced for revision purposes only.



PAGE 2 ·  SPECIFICATION REMINDER WJEC GCSE Mathematics · 1.8.8 · 2025 spec

Foreign currency & exchange rates — what the new spec asks
WJEC GCSE Mathematics (first teaching 2025) · Unit 1: calculator-allowed.

Pound to foreign 1.8.8

Given £1 = X foreign, multiply £ by X to get foreign.

Convention: £ goes first, foreign is the rate.

£100 at £1 = €1.15 gives €115.

Foreign to pound 1.8.8

Divide foreign by the rate to return to pounds.

Always check direction: which side is the £ on?

Two-decimal-place pound answers; sensible significant

figures otherwise.

Buy / sell rates 1.8.8

Bureaux quote two rates: one for buying, one for selling.

Always use the rate that disadvantages the tourist.

The spread is how the bureau makes money.

Multi-step 1.8.8

Compute total in foreign currency, then convert — or

convert prices first.

Combine with discounts/taxes carefully — convert at

the right step.

Cash limits: round down to allowed denominations.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (spec text). Compilation for revision use only. Crib sheet »



PAGE 3 ·  CRIB SHEET Formulas & worked methods

Foreign currency & exchange rates in one page
Quick-reference notes — revisit before each question. Don’t use during the questions.

Pound to foreign

£1 = X foreign ⇒ multiply pounds by X.

£200 at £1 = 250.

Foreign to pound

£1 = X foreign ⇒ divide foreign by X.

1.25 ⇒ £400.

Buy and sell

Banks quote two rates: buy (worse for

you) and sell (better for you).

Tourist always loses a bit on the spread.

Cash machine limits

$10 notes only? Round down to nearest
10.

$50 notes only? Round to nearest 50.

The exchange shop returns the leftover

in pounds.

Comparing across currencies

Always convert to a single currency
before comparing prices.

Don’t mix £ and € in the same step.

Common traps

• Multiplying when you should divide (or
vice versa).

• Forgetting the exchange shop’s
commission/fee.

• Rounding the wrong way for
tickets/notes.

Crib sheet — revision compilation for WJEC GCSE Maths, Unit 1, 1.8.8. Questions begin overleaf.

1.25 ⇒ 500at£1 =



Question 1 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Higher U2 · Nov 2017 · Q1 4 marks



Question 1 (cont.) WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Higher U2 · Nov 2017 · Q1 4 marks



Question 2 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Higher U2 · Nov 2018 · Q3 5 marks



Question 3 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U2 · Nov 2022 · Q5 2 marks



Question 4 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Higher U2 · Nov 2023 · Q3 0 marks



Question 4 (cont.) WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Higher U2 · Nov 2023 · Q3 0 marks



Question 5 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U1 · Nov 2023 · Q4 0 marks



Question 6 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U2 · Nov 2023 · Q7 6 marks



Question 6 (cont.) WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U2 · Nov 2023 · Q7 6 marks



Question 7 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U2 · June 2024 · Q3 7 marks



Question 8 WJEC Mathematics-Numeracy Intermediate U1 · June 2024 · Q3 9 marks

End of question pack


