
Name Date started Target end date

WJEC GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy (Double Award) — Question Pack

Foundation expanding and factorising with single brackets: applying the distributive law a(b + c) = ab + ac to multiply out a

bracket, and reversing t

REVISE
.wales

F2.08 — Expanding single brackets & factorising
Spec 2.1.7, 2.1.13 — Unit 2 (no calculator)
Foundation expanding and factorising with single brackets: applying the distributive law a(b + c) = ab + ac to multiply
out a bracket, and reversing the process by spotting the highest common factor and pulling it outside. Sourced from

legacy WJEC GCSE Mathematics-Numeracy Foundation papers (3300U10/U20) and accessible content from
Intermediate papers (3300U30/U40), organised for revision under the 2025 spec.

2025 SPECIFICATION

Estimated time for entire question pack: ~38 minutes

Derived from the GCSE Higher pace of ~1.5 min/mark (25 marks across 14 questions).

You are advised to not attempt to complete all of this in one sitting.

ABOUT THIS QUESTION PACK

This is a focused single-topic practice pack, not a single mock paper. Questions are organised against the 2025 specification.

Questions are ordered chronologically by sitting, with custom-written and SAM questions at the end.

INSTRUCTIONS

Use black ink or black ball-point pen. Show all working — method marks are awarded for clear setup.

A calculator is not permitted on any question in this pack (Unit 2 is the non-calculator paper).

All question content is © WJEC CBAC Ltd. and reproduced for revision purposes only.



PAGE 2 ·  SPECIFICATION REMINDER WJEC GCSE Mathematics · 2.1.7, 2.1.13 · 2025 spec

Expanding single brackets & factorising — what the new spec

asks
WJEC GCSE Mathematics (first teaching 2025) · Unit 2: non-calculator.

Distributive law 2.1.7

Expand a(b + c) for numerical and algebraic a.

Handle negative multipliers outside the bracket.

Simplify after expanding by collecting like terms.

Factorising linear expressions 2.1.13

Find the highest common factor of two or more terms.

Take the HCF outside a single bracket.

Factorise expressions where the HCF includes a

variable.

Verifying answers 2.1.7

Re-expand factorised expressions to check.

Compare each term against the original.

Spot incomplete factorisation (HCF not maximal).

Exam strategy 2.1

Non-calculator — write the expansion line clearly.

Underline the HCF before writing the bracket.

Final expression should have no remaining common

factor.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (spec text). Compilation for revision use only. Crib sheet »



PAGE 3 ·  CRIB SHEET Formulas & worked methods

Expanding single brackets & factorising in one page
Quick-reference notes — revisit before each question. Don’t use during the questions.

Expanding a single bracket

a(b + c) = ab + ac

Multiply the term outside by each term
inside.

3(x + 4) = 3x + 12.

With negatives outside

Keep the sign with the multiplier.

−2(x − 5) = −2x + 10.

Multiplying two negatives gives a
positive.

Factorising

Reverse of expanding. Find the HCF of

all terms and write it outside.

6x + 9 = 3(2x + 3).

Including the variable in the HCF

x2 + 5x = x(x + 5)

If every term contains x, take x out as
well as the number.

Check by expanding back

Always multiply your factorised answer

out again. It should match the original
expression exactly.

Common traps

• Only multiplying the first term inside

the bracket.

• Forgetting the sign when the outside

term is negative.

• Taking out an HCF that isn’t the
highest.

Crib sheet — revision compilation for WJEC GCSE Maths, Unit 2, 2.1.7, 2.1.13. Questions begin overleaf.



Question 1 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U2 · June 2017 · Q18 2 marks



Question 2 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · June 2018 · Q12 4 marks



Question 2 (cont.) WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · June 2018 · Q12 4 marks



Question 3 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · Nov 2018 · Q8 2 marks



Question 3 (cont.) WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · Nov 2018 · Q8 2 marks



Question 4 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U2 · June 2019 · Q5 2 marks



Question 5 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · Nov 2019 · Q2 1 marks



Question 6 WJEC Mathematics Foundation U1 · Nov 2019 · Q11 1 marks



Question 7 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · Nov 2020 · Q16 2 marks



Question 8 WJEC Mathematics Foundation U2 · Nov 2021 · Q14 0 marks



Question 9 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U2 · Nov 2021 · Q15 2 marks



Question 10 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U2 · June 2022 · Q5 3 marks



Question 11 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · June 2023 · Q16 0 marks



Question 12 WJEC Mathematics Foundation U2 · Nov 2023 · Q10 1 marks



Question 13 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U2 · Nov 2023 · Q15 0 marks



Question 14 WJEC Mathematics Intermediate U1 · Nov 2024 · Q1 5 marks

End of question pack


